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Researching on the 
Linda Haas 

A while back I was talking on the phone to a 
friend who was getting ready to take a trip 
back home to visit her Mother. She told me 
she really had to run because she needed to get on the 
web and pick up a copy of her family's history to take 
to her Mom. I was excited for my friend and asked her 
where she had found the information. She replied "Oh, 

I haven't found it yet, but it shouldn't take long, should 
it? Everything's on the web now days". 

This idea that everything, including our own 
personal family's history, can be found on the web is a 
common misconception. It is true that there is an 
unbelievable amount of information on the web but by 
no means everything and certainly not everything found 
on the web is accurate. Genealogists who are new to 
the web usually spend days and days floundering 
around searching for their family's history because of 
this misconception. Some do get lucky and find 
information on their family but most do not. In a series 
of articles I'll give you a realistic look at what you can 
expect to find and not find on the web and the best 
way to go about finding what is there. 

However, before I do that, let me give you a quick, 
very simplified explanation of this thing we call "the 
Web" so that it will be easier to understand what I say 
later. Its real name is the World Wide Web (www) 
although you will also hear it called the Internet. To 
best understand the web, think of it as a spider web or 
net covering the whole world. Think of all the strands 
of the web as phone lines and then at every point where 
the strands of the web meet, picture a huge computer 
system. This is the web. As you can see the web is 
immensely huge and no one nation, group or person 
controls the web. It's much like our idea of the old wild 
west - uncontrolled, untamed, wide open and at times 
dangerous. 

The majority of the computers (called servers) on 
the web in the U.S. are called Internet Service Providers 
(ISP) and they usually perform three jobs. First and 
foremost they serve as relay stations for information 
that is transmitted (or bounced, as it is called) around 
the world via the web's high speed phone lines. Their 
second job is to serve as a gateway for individuals or 
businesses to locally connect to the web. Third they 
offer storage space for web pages (more about those 
later). Whether you access the web from home or work 


Big www dot com 

Davenport 

or through your local library's computer system the first 
place you go when you log onto the web is to a local 
ISP’s computer system. Once there you are free to 
travel all the strands of the web all over the globe. 

But, just because we are free to travel the web 
doesn't mean we can get anywhere if we don't know 
how to get to where we want to be. Each of the servers 
on the web is identified with a long string of numbers 
which works great when computers talk to computers, 
however, it doesn't work well for us humans. So each 
server also has an English name - those www dot corns 
that everyone keeps mentioning. Just as we have to 
know someone's address to send them mail or their 
phone number to call them, we have to know the www 
dot com of the web pages we want to visit. These site 
addresses are called URL's (and no I don't have a clue 
what those initials stand for). 

There's those "web pages" again! The web would be 
a fairly worthless place for most of us if it were nothing 
except a group of computers talking to one another. It's 
the web pages and things called hyperlinks that make 
the web the exciting and informative place it is for us. 
There are two terms used on the web for the 
information stored on a server that belongs to an 
individual or business or other entity - web sites and 
web pages. The easiest way to understand the 
difference between the two is to think of the average 
file cabinet as a web site and all of the papers stored 
inside the file cabinet as web pages. Web pages are 
nothing more than information written in a 
programming language called hypertext that can be read 
and understood by a program called a browser. The 
two most common browsers are Netscape and Internet 
Explorer (IE). Netscape, the first browser program for 
us common folks, was privately written and released. 
Internet Explorer comes packaged with Windows and 
was written by Microsoft. Both programs are free, as 
are all the upgrades. There are several other browsers 
out there but these are the two most popular. Some 
people swear by one and some people by the other. It 
makes very little difference which one you use - you 
just have to have browser to be able to move (surf) 
around the web and be able to see the information 
found in web pages. 

Whew, I'm glad that's all over. You've got a basic 
understanding of the web now, don't you? Then we'll 









take a short break and next month we'll talk about 

QUERIES: 

arbara Revels researching: Holiday Williams 
1841-1870; Sally Hyman Williams 1810-1870; 
Samuel Williams 1828-1910; Rebecca Buttery 
Williams 1829-1910; Jordan and Easter Buttery. 

Need information on Holliday Williams, born 1801, 
married Sallie, born 1802; children: Nancy A., born 
1835; Sallie E., born 1840, and Canney, born 1843. The 
family was in 1850 Martin County census and in the 
1860 Washington County census. Reply to: Barbara M. 
Revels, 213 Ray St., Williamston NC 27892. 

Need information on Samuel Williams, born 1830, d. 
bet. 1900-1910, married Rebecca Buttery, born 1832, d. 
bet. 1900-1910. 1860 Washington County census listed 
children: Holliday A., born 1854; Hester E., born 1855; 
William E., born 1857, and Deborah L., born 1859. The 
1870 Washington County census listed (p. 15) Samuel, 
Rebecca, William, Susan, Joseph and Claudie; p. 19: 
Samuel, Rebecca, William, Ida, Joseph, and Claudie. 
Reply to same as above. 

Edward Raleigh Benson, born Martin Co., died 
Washington Co., NC 25 August 1925 in (buried) Lees 
Mill Township; need exact location; also where is his 
mother - Drupinney Haislip Reason, buried? She was 
living with his family in the 1880 (Washington Co. NC) 
census. Reply to: Gloria Eller, 4709 Fairway Av, 
Virginia Beach VA 23462-6401. 

Audrey Hilton (P. O. Box 5005, Rancho Mirage CA 
92270 rAhilton999@aol.coml: “I would appreciate any 
information on the ancestors or descendants of Joshua 
Gray and 1) Jenny Bateman, m. 1814; 2) Aires Todd, m. 
1822.” 

FROM OUR MAIL BOX; (Very few renewing 
members listed surnames being researched, so we are 
sharing comments and/or those surnames listed with 
renewals. 

Member Ellen W. Vernelson writes:”...I have really 
enjoyed the other book I purchased. You were right. I 
definitely was not disappointed in the Washington Co., 
NC: a Tapestry. I was delighted to see the information 
about the Dardens & Mary Jane Vernelson Darden. We 
were very excited to see John’s father’s name listed 
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(John D. Vernelson - Johnny). (We are not sure who 
Isaac Vernelson is.) (Note: Can anyone help her?) 

Roxie S. Lay expressed appreciation: “...thanks for 
all 

the good work all of you (WCGS) are doing.” 

Eugene Chesson - Researching: Chesson (and 
variants), Armstrong, Spencer, Fagan, Mackey, Everitt 
(and variants), Knowles, Stubbs, Gaylord, Garrett, 
Spruill, Swain, Stiball, Walker, Currell, Bedford, 

Horton, 

Swinson, Long, Weare. (640 Cosmos Way, Prescott, 

AZ 86303-5049) 

Leedy G. Ambrose: Researching: Ambrose, Phelps, 
Furlough, Edwards, Spruill. (11563 Lucasville Rd, 
Manassas VA 20112-4422) 

Francis L. Stubbs: “My ancestors moved from Tyrrell 
County before 1800 and the formation of Washington 
County; they lived in what is now Washington County.” 
Researching: Evans, Everett, Stubbs. (310 Manor Dr, 
Columbia MO 65203-1732.) 

New Member (Welcome!) Judy Jackson Scovronski: 
“...am hoping...it will help me in my research of the 
Jackson surname, specifically the family of William 
Henry Jackson and his wife Elizabeth Ann Collins 
Jackson...” (8042 Stillbrooke Rd, Manassas VA 20112.) 

Dr. and Mrs. Peter W. Squire sent a generous 
contribution - thanks! 

Gordon Basnight provides the following: 

Washington County 1880 Census :Update - 26 
November 2000 (Those of you who purchased copies 
from WCGS earlier, please note.) 

Page No. 3 Enumeration Dist. No 138 
SCHEDULE 1. - Inhabitants in Town of Plymouth 
- Dwelling house 33 family 37; family listed as 
Tuten - family name should be Tucker. 

Page No. 15 Enumeration Dist. No. 137 - 
Inhabitants in Plymouth Township - Dwelling 
house 147 family 149 - First name, head of 
household, is listed as Reston Bateman; Name 
should be Richard Bateman. 



MEW BIBLE RECORD 


E velyn R. Paul, 3123 Beddard Rd, Greenville NC 27858-8380 contributed family Bible records the WCGS 

collection (found elsewhere in this issue) and hopes to see more Bible records appear in the future in the hope 
someone will be able to help her find more Spruill ancestors. “Please accept the enclosed transcription 
of my family’s bible records for your collection. The bible is in the possession of my mother Mrs. Sadie Paul. The line 
as follows: 

Leroy Elizabeth Daniels (last recorded death) - maternal great-grandmother of Evelyn Paul; 
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Sarah Ophelier Spruill-maternal great-great-grandmother of Evelyn Paul 
i Sarah Jane Fitzgerald and James B. Spruill - maternal great-great-great grandparents of Evelyn Paul; 

William Fitzgerald and Maryann Francis Fitzgerald - maternal great-great-great-great grandparents of Evelyn Paul.” 

FITZGERALD-SPRUILL, FAMILY BIBLE RECORDS 

Bible Published by C. Ewer, and T. Bedlington 1827 
(Contributed by Evelyn R. Paul, WCGS Member) 

MARRIAGES: 

William FITZGERALD son of Langford Fitzgerald was married to Maryann FRANCIS daughter of Mr. FRANCIS 
on the 12th day of June A.D. 1826 at Washington, D.C. 

Charles M. FITZGERALD the son of William FITZGERALD was married to Penelope DAIL 4th of November 
1851. 

Charles M. FITZGERALD son of William FITZGERALD was married to Margarett NEWBERRY May 18th, 1859. 

Marquis D. L. NEWBERRY son of Samuel NEWBERRY was married to Elizabeth A. C. FITZGERALD daughter 
of William FITZGERALD on the 1st day of January 1857. 

James B. SPRUILL son of Lemuel SPRUILL was married to Sarah J. FITZGERALD on the 10th day of February 
1858 in Washington Co., NC 

J. B. SPRUILL son of Lemuel SPRUILL was married to Nancy E. GRIFFIN daughter of G. G. GRIFFIN May 28th, 
1879 in Plymouth, NC 
BIRTHS 

William FITZGERALD son of Langford FITZGERALD was born in Giles County in the state of Tennessee on the 
8th day of October A. D. 1805. 

Maryann FRANCIS daughter of Mr. FRANCIS was born in the town of Alexandria District of Columbia on the 4th 
of April A. D. 1808. 

J Elizabeth FITZGERALD daughter of William and Maryann FITZGERALD was born in town of Eastport State of 
Maine on the 11th day of May A. D. 1831. 

James FITZGERALD son of Wm. and Maryann FITZGERALD borne 14 February 1830 in New London, 
Connecticutt. 

Charles FITZGERALD son of William and Maryann FITZGERALD borne 14 February 1830 in New London, 
Connecticutt. 

William Henry FITZGERALD son of Wrn. and Maryann FITZGERALD was born in the town of Newport, Rhode 
Island on the 15th day of February in the year of our lord 1832. 

Mary Ann FITZGERALD daughter of Wm. FITZGERALD borne in Elizabeth City, NC 5th day of March 1834. 

Sarah Jane Daughter of Wm. and Mary FITZGERALD was borne, in Edenton Oct. 2, 1838. 

William M. FITZGERALD the son of Charles and Penelope FITZGERALD was born 7th January 1852. 

Charles Leonidas NEWBERRY son of Marcus and Elizabeth NEWBERRY was born Oct. 1st, 1857. 

Mary Eloria FITZGERALD daughter of Chas. FITZGERALD and Margaret his wife 
was born August 4th, 1860. 

Leona Elizabeth SPRUILL daughter of James B. SPRUILL and Sarah his wife was born March 29th, 1859. 

Sarah Ophelier daughter of James B. SPRUILL and Sarah his wife was born April 17th, 1860 Halifax County, NC. 

William Edgar son of James B. SPRUILL and Sarah his wife was born August Nth, 1861 in Washington County, 

NC. 

Mary Alice daughter of J. B. SPRUILL and Sarah his wife was born June the 19th, 1864 in Martin County, NC. 

Edgar Walter SPRUILL son of J. B. SPRUILL and Nancy his wife was borned Feby 24th, 1871 in Washington 
County, NC 

Richard Clyde son of Jas. B. SPRUILL and Nancy his wife was born Nov. 1st 1879 in Martin Co. NC and died 15th 
)age 15 days. 
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DEATHS 

William Henry FITZGERALD son of Wm. and Mary: FITZGERALD died (illegible) of November 1833. Age 1 yr S 
mos and twenty five days. 

Mary Ann FITZGERALD daughter of Wm. and Mary FITZGERALD died 23rd day of June 1835. Aged 1 yr 3 mos 
18 days 

William L. FITZGERALD who departed this lifr on November 30th in the year of our lord 1846. 

Mary Ann FITZGERALD the wife of William FITZGERALD departed this life on the 30th January in the year of 
our lord 1848. 

Elizabeth A. C. NEWBERRY wife of Marcus NEWBERRY died Dec. 6th, 1858. 

Penelope FITZGERALD the wife of Charles FITZGERALD died November 30th, 1856. 

William FITZGERALD son of Charles and Penelope FITZGERALD died April 5th, 1853. 

William E. SPRUILL son of James B. SPRUILL and Sarah his wife died November the 1st 1862 in Halifax County, 
NC. 

Sarah J. SPRUILL wife of James B. SPRUILL died March 2, 1866 Aged 27 years 5 months 

Mary Alice SPRUILL daughter of J. B. SPRUILL and Sarah his wife died Sept. 30th, 1879. Age 15 years 3 months 
11 days 

Leona E. SPRUILL daughter of J. B. SPRUILL and Sarah his wife died Sept. 18, 1880. Age 21 years 5 mos. 19 days 

Nancy G. SPRUILL wife of J. B. SPRUILL died November 7, 1879 in Martin County, NC Age 40 yrs 8 mos 2 days 

J. B. SPRUILL died March 1, 1899 age 64 

Leroy Elizabeth DANIELS wife of Alonzo Daniels died Sept. 11, 1915. 

wc.gs 


Obituaries: There have been many deaths in our 
area over the past several weeks, many of them folks 
who lived past their 90 th birthday. One lady, Sadie Bell 
Davis, was born 28 February 1898 and died 4 
December 2000 at the age of 102. Her funeral service 
was held at St. John Missionary Baptist Church, with 
burial in the church cemetery; Rowsom Funeral Home 
of Columbia. A death that touched many of us was that 
of Chief Ronald “Ronnie” Dale McKimmey, age 51, 
who died after a long and courageous battle with cancer 
on 10 December 2000. Ronnie (born 15 April 1949 in 
Lebanon, PA) had been active in law enforcement in 
our area for more than 30 years, working his way up 
through the ranks to that of chief; he retired 30 
October because of his health. Ronnie was well- 
respected, much-loved and most of us were amazed at 
his courageous fight. Memorial contributions can be 
made to the Plymouth Police Department, PO Box 
806, Plymouth 27962. wogs 

FROM THE EDIT OR: We had good speakers and 
programs throughout the year - thanks to Loretta 
Phelps, program chairman. At our final meeting in 
November, Lois Krawczyk had everyone in stitches 
with her story-telling style as she talked about Pea 
Ridge, Sahara and that area near the Albemarle Sound. 


If you didn’t hear her, don’t miss an opportunity to talk 
to her. 

You are invited to submit photos for consideration 
to be included in an upcoming pictorial history of 
Washington County. I am working with Arcadia to do 
one of their “Images of America” books and want to 
include as many Washington County people, places and 
things as possible. Please contact me in the near future 
to discuss your family photos. 

Thank you to all who helped make this a good year 
for WCGS - the officers, committee folks, speakers and 
those who provided refreshments for our meetings. If 
you have not yet paid your 2001 membership fees, this 
is your last newsletter! Dues are $15 individual; $18 for 
family - send to PO Box 567, Plymouth NC 27962. 
wogs 
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